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EIT Food is Europe’s largest food innovation 
ecosystem focused on building a healthy, 

sustainable and resilient food system.



EUROPE’S ONE-STOP SHOP FOR INNOVATION



to scale solutions and accelerate systematic change
EIT Food is growing Europe’s food innovation ecosystem

Our aspiration How we workWe are Europe’s largest 
food innovation community
Established by the European Institute of Innovation 
and Technology (EIT), an EU body, we operate with 
a growing network of public and private partners.

We connect industry, 
startups, researchers 
and policymakers 
to turn innovation into 
impact - for healthier lives, 
a transition toward net zero 
and a resilient food system.

A thriving and fair food 
system that ensures a 
well-nourished, food-
secure Europe, 
operating within 
planetary boundaries.



2,000 + 
organisations engaged 
in our programmes

Leading 
startups, corporates, investors, 
universities, and research centres

Strategic partnerships 
and alliances

agrifood ecosystem
Connecting Europe’s 



With teams on the ground 
across Europe, we unlock 
innovation potential in 
businesses and higher 
education and create and 
scale agrifood startups to 
bring new technologies and 
products to market. 

EIT Food is structured 
around 3 European regions 
with similar food system 
and market challenges, and 
managed by 6 regional 
offices.

• Reading, UK
• Leuven, Belgium
• Freising, Germany

• Warsaw, Poland

• Bilbao, Spain
• Madrid, Spain

OUR REGIONS

NORTH & EAST

WEST

SOUTH



Our strategic partners
Higher Education Industry

Research Centres 
& Non-Profits



Our delivery partners

Our strategic partners

Higher Education Industry
Research Centres 

& Non-Profits



Corporates Startups Research Policy

partners200

startups1800+

learners100,000+

A community driving change across Europe
Through collective action we drive measurable impact all across Europe. 

Connecting ideas, talent and markets.



https://www.eitfoodhive.eu/

https://www.eitfoodhive.eu/


Driving healthier lives, sustainability and resilience

We are guided by three missions which align our ecosystem, programmes
and partnerships to accelerate systemic change across Europe’s food system.

Healthier lives through food Net zero food system Food system resilience



Resilient Agriculture

Agrifood Biotech

Protein Diversification

for greatest impact
We focus on three areas

These are where

EU policy momentum aligns

Market readiness exists

Ecosystem strength is highest

Change can create most impact

Scaling potential is strongest



Resilient Agriculture Initiatives

Collaborative actions to accelerate the adoption of regenerative practices across Europe’s
agrifood system for farmers, agrifood businesses, students, financial institutions and policymakers.

13,000
farmers engaged

270+
startup innovations delivered

71,000+
hectares in transition

220+
farms individually advised

Academy
Training and support 
to build skills in 
regenerative agriculture

Test Farms
Agritech proven in 
real fields, in front of 
buyers and investors

Landscapes
Place-based ecosystems 
where farmers, industry, science 
and finance drive together 
regeneration at scale



Other Think Tanks

14
European partners 
fostering collaboration 
and action for resilient 
food systems

45
European leaders from 
15 countries advancing 
scalable solutions

Resilient Agriculture

Healthy Ageing

Protein Diversification Think Tank

Driving innovation, strategy, and policy to accelerate 
the shift toward sustainable and diverse protein sources.

30+
cross-sector
experts

8
high-level events, 
incl. COP29 Blue Zone

6
strategic reports 
delivered

1
EU policy brief 
launched at COP28



Align stakeholders

Across the European agri-food and 
feed biotechnology ecosystem.

Amplify existing initiatives 

To maximise impact and 
avoid fragmentation.

Coordinate public 
and private investment

To accelerate innovation 
and scale up.

Accelerate industrial deployment 
and market adoption

Of biotechnology solutions

EU Agri-Food Biotech Alliance

organisations 
involved

+140

Uniting Europe's agri-food biotechnology ecosystem.

A coordinated platform that brings together 
industry, startups, researchers, investors 
and policymakers to accelerate 
biotechnology from research to 
market, strengthening Europe's 
competitiveness and 
global leadership.
.



BE INFORMED ABOUT CALLS and other OPPORTUNITIES

https://www.eitfood.eu/

https://www.eitfood.eu/


EIT Food - Open calls

Develop science-based frameworks for setting 
and validating thresholds and targets for 
regenerative dairy farming and a full Cost-
Benefit Analysis (CBA) model to assess farm-
level economics to guide financing and 
scaling.

Aim: To select a consortium to implement the 
Future Fit Dairy Initiative (FFDI) Landscape

Funding: Up to 900,000 EUR

The call supports micro and small agrifood 
startups collaborating with corporate partners 
to validate innovative solutions through proof-
of-concept and pilot projects, reduce 
commercial risks and accelerate market entry.

Funding: Up to 60,000 EUR (mandatory 
corporate co-financing equivalent to 60% of 
the project budget)

The call aims to fund EIT Food partner 
consortia to coordinate Think and Do Tanks 
focused on protein diversification and healthy 
ageing, including strategic planning, analysis 
and stakeholder collaboration.

Allocated Funding: 50.000 EUR 



EIT Food - Open calls

The call targets experienced 
entrepreneurs in Southern, Central 
and Eastern Europe, aiming to 
establish new agrifood venture 
studios.

Funding: Up to 30,000 EUR to 
establish a venture studio, followed by 
potential co-funding of up to 
300,000EUR over two years 

The call invites innovative start-ups 
developing solutions aligned with the 
New European Bauhaus values of 
sustainability, inclusion and beauty. 
Aim: to help businesses grow while 
contributing to a greener, more inclusive 
and attractive living environment.

Funding: 50 000 EUR

Supporting founders of new 
agrifood venture projects 
developed by Seedbed Venture 
Catalyst’s Venture Builder 
programmes

Funding: Maximum 30,000 EUR per 
venture project



EIT Food - expected calls in 2027

Impact funding call

Innovation pipeline Thematic scaling opportunities

Biotech – Proof of Concept and Biotech Bridge

Resilient Agriculture – Test Farms, Landscapes, 
Soil Health

Seedbed Team UP



EIT Food Education

A pan-European learning platform equipping students, professionals, businesses,
and institutions with the skills to drive sustainable transformation in the food system.

Skills 
Academies
Strengthen Europe’s 
agrifood talent pipeline
in biotech and resilient 
agriculture

Future Farm 
Lab
Develop skills for 
regenerative agriculture 
through immersive 
learning

Master in 
Food Systems
Design sustainable food 
systems and solve 
real-world challenges



EIT CAMPUS

https://eit-campus.eu/

Project duration - 18 months (1 May 2027 – 31 October 2028)

https://eit-campus.eu/
https://eit-campus.eu/
https://eit-campus.eu/


EIT Higher Education Initiative

https://eit-hei.eu/funding-support/funding-opportunities/open-calls/call-for-proposals-2026/

Project duration - 18 months (1 May 2027 – 31 October 2028)
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Agrifood Entrepreneurship Initiatives

Supporting the creation and scaling of agrifood startups by providing training, 
mentoring, funding, and access to Europe’s largest food innovation ecosystem.

EWA
Rocket Up*

Training, mentoring 
and networking for 
female entrepreneurs

Seedbed
Ignite
Jumpstarter*

Early-stage idea validation 
and business creation 
support

FAN
AI Entrepreneurs Lab
NEB Catalyse*

Scaling startups 
and market entry 
support

RisingFoodStars
AI Growth Studio
Regional Innovation 
Booster*

Growth and 
internationalisation
for scaleups

*EIT Community programmes



SUCCESS STORIES

Thermosolar Hive
Winner of the national round of the 
EIT Food Innovation Prize 2020 ➔
3rd place in the European final ➔
support in the Sales Booster program

Thermosolar Hive is a Czech invention that has 
made a big impact in apiculture world. 
It eliminates Varroa destructor thanks to solar 
energy without the need of using chemical 
products.



SUCCESS STORIES

Ullmanna
Participation in the EIT Food Test 
Farms program ➔ selected for the
EIT Food Accelerator Network (EIT 
FAN) in cohort 2022

Ullmanna’s intra-row weeding 
machine uses artificial intelligence 
to identify and remove weeds 
without pesticides, revolutionising
sustainable farming. Their 
innovation is improving efficiency 
in organic farming and setting new 
standards in the agritech industry.



SUCCESS STORIES

MarbleMate
Discovered a patented technology 
designed for elegant food supplements 
with pharmaceutical-level absorption 
and customizable delivery.

MarbleMat & MEWERY
Selected for the EIT Food Accelerator 
Network (EIT FAN) in cohort 2023

Our focus is to develop cultivated pork meat products using 
our own hybrid culture medium with microalgae extracts. We 
are also currently working on cell line optimization, our own 
growth factors, and on developing the bioprocesses needed 
for scale up.

MEWERY
Developing cultivated pork meat products 
using our own hybrid culture medium with 
microalgae extracts. Working on cell line 
optimization, our own growth factors, and 
on developing the bioprocesses needed for 
scale up.



Empowering Women in Agrifood (EWA)

A 6-months programme to motivate early-
stage female entrepreneurs to harness
their power, understand their capabilities,
equip them with the right knowledge, trust
and networks to successfully start and
develop sustainable businesses.

- 3 editions in Czechia in 
2020, 2022, 2024

- 30 participants in total
- Organised by 



CHALLENGE LABS

2021 2022



CHALLENGE LABS

2023 2024



CHALLENGE LABS - 2026



Transforming Europe's food system
for future generations

We envision a thriving and fair food system that 
ensures a well-nourished, food-secure Europe, 
operating withing planetary boundaries.

Over the next decade, we will advocate
for a bold transformation of Europe’s food 
system, so that future generations can
eat healthy, sustainable food. 

Through our community, we will
fundamentally redesign the way food
is produced, distributed, and consumed.



Join us in building Europe’s food future

Partners
Industries, research centres, 
higher education entities 
and non-profit organisations 
connect with a Pan-European 
innovation ecosystem and 
collaborate to scale impact. 

Funders
Turn ambitious ideas 
into measurable, large-
scale impact through 
trusted partnerships.

Entrepreneurs
Access tailored support, 
funding, and networks to 
grow and scale your business.

Industry & 
Corporates
Accelerate innovation 
and build future-ready 
talent to stay ahead in food 
systems transformation.



Growing innovation

UCT Prague: monika.tomaniova@vscht.cz

DEX IC: tina.iglicar@dex-ic.com

https://eitfoodhub.vscht.cz/
https://dex-ic.com/eit-food
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