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EIT in Horizon Europe

STRENGTHS

• Major success stories (e.g. InnoEnergy) show that the model is 
effective and brings EU level added value

• Progress by KICs towards Financial Sustainability
• EIT is now integrated into Horizon Europe, positive evaluations
• EIT model creates a Community of best practice and result 

dissemination
• The largest European innovation ecosystem composed of KTI 

actors and beyond (e.g. cities).

OPPORTUNITIES

• Potential for further exercising synergies among the KICs and with 

other EU funded programmes (e.g. skills, EIC)

• High political interest for KIC on water

• Independence valued support and recognition by some key 

stakeholders

• More structural cooperation of KICs with Member States/ regions 

or other EU programmes

WEAKNESSES

• EU staffing constraint set for the EIT 
• Some KICs only have few success stories in terms of innovations 

brought to market and scaled up
• Some KICs show limited progress with revenues and developing 

financial assets
• EIT is perceived as complex and overlapping with EIC by external 

stakeholders
• Independence can create disconnect from the Commission services
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THE EIT - UNIQUE INNOVATION INSTRUMENT

• Enhances Europe’s innovation capacity, competitiveness & quality of life

• Innovation ecosystem to increase cooperation and integration between business, 
education and research

• Address societal challenges

• Unique features: pan-European, long-term (7-15 years), financial sustainability

Idea to
product

Lab to customerStudent to
entrepreneur



EIT KNOWLEDGE & INNOVATION COMMUNITIES (KICs)EIT KNOWLEDGE & INNOVATION (KICs)

Achieve a sustainable energy 
future for Europe

Increase Europe’s manufacturing 
competitiveness

Smart, green & integrated 
transport

Unite Europe’s creatives Powering water innovations 
across Europe 



Our Community is present on the ground in our  
Innovation Hubs. This network strengthens the 
cooperation between our partners and where we 
manage our activities and share knowledge. They 
are an excellent place for learners, entrepreneurs 
and innovators to connect with the EIT. 

Discover where you can meet the EIT Community 
on our interactive map.

Headquarters

Co-location Centres

Offices

EIT Hubs under EIT Regional Innovation Scheme

EIT COMMUNITY ACROSS EUROPE

https://eit.europa.eu/our-communities/eit-innovation-communities/innovation-hubs
https://eit.europa.eu/our-communities/eit-innovation-communities/innovation-hubs
https://eit.europa.eu/eit-ecosystem-map
https://eit.europa.eu/eit-ecosystem-map
https://eit.europa.eu/eit-ecosystem-map
https://eit.europa.eu/eit-ecosystem-map


WHAT DO WE DO?
EDUCATION & SKILLS
Creating future innovators:
Deliver entrepreneurs and provide business and 
industry with a skilled workforce

BUSINESS CREATION 
Turning ideas into businesses. 
Help start-ups and ventures to start and accelerate 
the growth of their business.

INNOVATION
Breaking down the barriers for collaboration: 
Innovation projects between universities, research 
organisations and business that helps to turn 
research into commercial products and services

WATCH VIDEO 

WATCH VIDEO 

WATCH VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNMuIPkShfI&list=PLtrbh42hbiPq4RybZS01n3HdQAr3Fj3BV&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayvLeG3pnlw&list=PLtrbh42hbiPq4RybZS01n3HdQAr3Fj3BV&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNMuIPkShfI&list=PLtrbh42hbiPq4RybZS01n3HdQAr3Fj3BV&index=4


What makes EIT EDUCATION unique?

1.  Focus on innovation and entrepreneurship: Combining technical skills with 
entrepreneurial training, EIT programmes equip learners with 
multidisciplinary perspectives that foster creativity and innovation. 

2. Deep sector expertise: EIT KICs possess in-depth knowledge of their 
respective industries and maintain strong ties with businesses and academia. 
This enables rapid identification of evolving skill needs, which are integrated 
into tailored training programmes.

3. Cross-sector collaboration: Addressing policy priorities (STEM, gender 
equality in innovation, deep tech talent) requires coordination across sectors 
and borders. Through cross-KIC programmes the EIT translates EU education 
policy into delivery at scale.



EIT Education Activities

KICs Business Plans:
Sector specific activities, on 
Entrepreneurial Education:
KICs MASTERs and Fellowships

EIT Higher Education 
Initiative: 
building Innovation capacity in Higher 
Education Institutions

Cross-KIC Activities:
Collaborative Initiatives on Education: 

1. GIRLS GO STEM
2. STEM Tech Talent Induction 

3. EIT Campus 
4. EIT Talent: Alumni and InnoNext

 

EIT’s 
contribution: 
instruments 

and tools 

Contribution Agreements:
Agreements with EC services for special 
activities  co-funded and implemented 

by KICs : NZIA Skills Academies)

(Full overview of the education segment in the EIT Education guide 2025)

https://www.eit.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-11/EIT%20KICs%20Education%20Guide%202025.pdf
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Definition of EIT Community (Cross-KICs) activies

Cross-KICs activities are those activities that aim at enhancing the cooperation 
and synergies between KICs, at fostering a more inter-disciplinary approach 
and at creating a critical mass among KICs to tackle topics of common interest.  

EIT SIA 2021-2027

A Cross-KIC cluster is a “targeted-oriented mission” bringing together several 
Cross-KICs activities leveraging the different fields of expertise and partner 
ecosystems of  KICs.

The terminology of “EIT Community activities” is used for Communication and 
Dissemination purposes.



Cross-KIC Initiatives: EIT Campus

• Description: EIT's centralised online portal aggregating the full 
education and training offer of all KICs. It provides a searchable, 
filterable catalogue of courses  by format, duration, level, and 
certification, alongside curated Learning Pathways tailored to 
learner profiles and market needs. 

• Track record: 180,000+ learners visited the platform; 28,000 
redirected to KIC courses. 200+ courses available across nine 
thematic areas. 300% year-on-year traffic growth.

• Targets (2026-2028):
• Scale the platform as the single entry point for EIT's full 

education offer; expand B2B partnerships with companies 
and public bodies; increase course-to-enrolment 
conversion 

• AMBITION: Moving from a “catalogue” to the EIT Innovation 
Campus

EIT Campus Website

https://eit-campus.eu/


The Strategic Perspective

• Addressing the European Skills Deficit

• Building the EIT Innovation Campus, consolidating existing and new education programs into a cohesive 
portfolio designed to boost Europe’s workforce capabilities.

• Overcoming Structural Bottlenecks: the Campus targets root vulnerabilities in the European economic model

• Market-Driven Agility: Education pathways are explicitly tailored to current market demands and deliver 
industry-recognized qualifications,

• NCPs as Ecosystem Catalysts: National Contact Points (NCPs) function as essential bridge-builders on the 
ground. They localize the pan-European EIT Campus vision, providing tailored guidance that aligns EIT 
offerings with national smart specialization strategies and regional policy frameworks.
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INNOVATE WITH US
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