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HORIZON-CL2-2027-01-DEMOCRACY-04: Addressing the impact of artificial
intelligence, cyberviolence, and deepfakes on equality, democracy and inclusive societies

Research interest

We are interested in learning how (young) citizens assess and use the potential of Al in their
daily lives and how Al supports or damages their self-determination as citizens in their social,
professional, and political environment. This includes unwanted effects, such as exacerbating
social divisions. We understand users as citizens, being defined via their active, participatory
integration in society and their resources and expectations that shape their self-concept as
citizens. In this context, images of Al and attitudes about the technology are important factors
in explaining the effects of Al (e.g., “algorithm dependency”), as well as in developing
recommendations for Al implementations.

Potential contribution to the consortium

For potential consortia, we could contribute empirical data collections and analyses from a
citizen-oriented micro-perspective, e.g. large-scale quantitative surveys, qualitative studies, or
analyses of digital behavioral data. This could contribute to identify Al-related factors
relevant to democracy via case studies, interviews, or focus groups, or for testing theoretical
models with quantitative data from surveys or smartphone tracking. From a theoretical
perspective, we could offer an approach to Al use that considers citizens’ practices and
attitudes as explanatory factors in explaining the social and democratic effects of Al.

Previous projects
Project “We and AI” (2020-2021), funded by Goethe Institute, Germany

A survey study of Al-related attitudes of young Europeans (aged 18-30) in five EU countries.
It covered Al-related experiences and attitudes in fields like education, job, and news use.

Project “Weizenbaum Panel” (since 2022, ongoing), funded by BMFTR/Federal Ministry of
Research, Technology and Space, Germany

A yearly longitudinal national survey study that collects data on digital media use, partici-
pation, attitudes on politics, media and Al, and other aspects of the digital transformation.

Project “ New approaches to the study of mobile media use* (2022-2023), funded by German
National Science Foundation (DFG)

We developed a tracking app to record smartphone use data in combination with mobile
survey and ESM data collection, which is free to use for researchers.
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